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3. The page was folded and the other side used with the paper 
turned at right angles to the position of f. 189r at one 
time, and then reversed at another. The two portions are 
unrelated, and the writing is smaller. 
4. Galileo ran out of letters for this diagram and continued 
with numbers and conventional symbols; see below. 
5. Galileo did not explicitly justify the procedure when he 
introduced it in the Third Day of the Two New Sciences. It 
was also used in the Fourth Day for “impetus,” and explained 
in the discussion there. He would not have considered time- 
distance fractions legitimate, as we do, though his 
contemporary Marin Mersenne moved in that direction. 
*****SC**********  
A QUOTE ON HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS COURSES 
II 
. . . A year or two ago, we were arguing about the syllabus 
for students studying mathematics at the University. It was wide 
ly agreed that the existing syllabus was too difficult. Two pos- 
sibilties for change presented themselves, the obvious one of 
making the existing syllabus easier, and the much less obvious 
one of introducing certain new courses which it was claimed would 
be easier and more suitable for the weaker half of the students. 
A suggestion for such a course, later adopted, was that instruc- 
tion be given in the history of mathematics. It was taken as 
axiomatic by-ninety percent of the committee which had to deal 
with the problem that a course on the history of mathematics 
would be easier than mathematics itself, a proposition which 
escaped me. The whole affair was buried and forgotten in my mind 
until I happened to be acting as examiner. To my astonishment I 
found that the questions in the examination dealing with the his- 
tory of mathematics were answered by only one candidate. When 
the final list was drawn up in order of merit it turned out that 
the solitary man stood at the head of the list. What struck me 
as particularly curious was that my colleagues seemed in no way 
interested in this complete reversal of what had been claimed 
before. So far from the history of mathematics being suitable 
for the weaker students, it was suitable only for the best.” 
-- from Encounter with the Future by Fred Hoyle (Simon and 
Schuster, 1965) 
